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Thus, the Greek is apt to try his hand, not over-suc-
cessfully, at European imitation; while the Armenian
displays a more Oriental taste by protecting ledges,
strong colouring, and so forth. The Mahometan towns-
man has also his own distinctive marks, whereby his
house may be very generally recognised at first sight.
Pious inscriptions, wherein, the name of God figures
always, and that of Mahomet sometimes, decorate the
corners and the upper roof-sheltered lines of the walls
in all the graceful intricacy of Arab caligraphy. Thus,
for instance, a blessing on the Prophet takes the form
of a dodo-like bird, resolving itself, legs, wings, beak,
and all, on laborious anatomical deciphering, into
words and sentences ; an invocation of the Deity con-
tracts itself into a scriptural egg, or expands into
what may be supposed to represent a cypress, a palm-
tree,, &c. Bon^-fide flowers, too, wreaths, spears,
swords, drums, banners, and other cheerful or martial
objects are often depicted; and, in their complicated
combination of form and hue, recall something of the
gorgeous Saracenic colour school, familiar to Europeans
in the relics of the Alhambra. Curious carving, too,
is bestowed on lintels, eaves, and doorposts ; the wood-
work of the windows also is often tasteful, if considered
in itself, though wanting harmony with the general
lines and proportions of the building in which it is set.
Lastly, the greater extent of lattice along some of the
window ranges, those, of course, belonging to the
Harem, decisively indicates the Mahometan proprietor.
But it is in the interior that the characteristics of
life and custom must chiefly be sought. Besides the
Kibleh-Nameh, or Mecca-pointing niche already de-
scribed in the country Begs reception-room, but here,
as befits town elegance, more graceful in shape, more
brightly coloured, and more copiously adorned with